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The University PhD Statute 2003 (Reg 5 a ii) requires that during provisional 
registration (i.e. first year) a candidate complete a fully developed research 
proposal, including a provisional thesis title, a schedule of research, an outline 
of the thesis structure and a statement of the resources required to complete 
the research.  The research proposal should be submitted for approval to the 
Postgraduate Committee of the Department of Political Studies.  This should 
be done as early as possible, but before the end of the provisional year at the 
latest.  The Committee may accept the proposal, or indicate to the candidate 
and supervisor(s) changes needed and request a resubmission, or it may 
decline to accept the proposal.  It will inform the Head of Department of its 
decision. 
 
PhD candidates should note that the proposal should be a significant 
document of 5000-10000 words in length.  It should be substantial enough to 
establish that the thesis is appropriate for a PhD thesis, that he/she seems 
capable of completing it within the time frame allowed, and that necessary 
resources are available.  
 
The proposal should be set out in the format below. 
 
Provisional title of the thesis: 
 
Abstract:  
Use up to 150 words.  Write clearly for a general audience.  Be sure to explain 
your major research question(s), the body of theory you are building on, and 
the basis research design.  Examples produced by other students can be 
found on the PhD section of the department’s website. 
 
Names, ranks and positions of supervisors/advisors: 
 
Objectives and aims: 
Set out the guiding research questions and hypotheses. Clearly specify the 
purpose and nature of the of the research.   
 
Contribution of the project to existing knowledge: 
Briefly describe and evaluate the existing literature.  In what ways will your 
contribution be significant and original? 
 
Methodology: 
Briefly outline the processes, techniques and methodologies or the theoretical 
approach that will be used to achieve the objectives above. 
 
Proposed thesis structure: 
Outline the proposed structure of the thesis, e.g. in the form of a provisional 
table of contents. 
 
Schedule or timeline of the research: 
Outline the proposed schedule or timeline for this research, including 
completion dates for each stage.  Outline work already completed or in 
progress to date. 
 
Ethics approval: 



Please show evidence of having obtained this.  With few exceptions, all 
doctoral students are required to obtain approval for their research by the 
University of Auckland Human Participants Ethics Committee.  The process 
can be lengthy and research can be delayed, so time must be allowed for this.  
Advice on seeking ethics approval, and the cases under which is it require, can 
be found on the department’s website, under Research.  You can consult 
Associate Professor Michael Mintrom for advice.  He serves as the 
department’s Ethics Advisor. 
 
Resources: 
What resources are needed?  Are all these resources currently available and 
do you have access to them?  If not, how are they to be procured? 


